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September 10th PPFC Meeting
Arlington and the Tomb of the Unknowns

Thomas Tudor, a for-
mer Honor Guard and 
Commander of the 
Relief at the Arlington 
National Cemetery 
Tomb of the Un-
knowns, will be our 
speaker at the Septem-
ber 10th PPFC meet-
ing.   

Tom Tudor has been a 
distinguished speaker 
for twenty-five years, 

presenting a moving and informative narration of our nation's most hallowed ground: 
Arlington National Cemetery.  Mr. Tudor, speaking to hundreds of organizations and 
institutions nationwide, is an authority on the history of 'Arlington' and the Tomb of the 
Unknown Soldier, which is visited by over four million people annually.  His compre-
hensive and compelling power-point presentation is one you don't want to miss.

Mr. Tudor served as a sentinel, then relief commander, at Arlington's Tomb of the Un-
known Soldier from February 1969 to Memorial Day of 1970.  He is the President of the 
Society of the Honor Guard - Tomb of the Unknown Soldier and is a Member of the 
Board.

Researchers are wrong about private guns, police deaths
By John Lott (Published 8/17/15)

Between 1996 and 2013, 991 police officers have been killed in the line of duty. These 
public servants put their lives on the line to protect Americans. Their deaths should con-
cern everyone, including public health researchers. But researchers’ dislike of guns may 
be clouding their judgment, and a new study, which claims that more police were feloni-
ously killed in states with more guns, mistakenly concludes that private gun ownership 
causes police deaths.

The study, which was announced last week and is forthcoming in the American Journal 
of Public Health, received extensive national and international news coverage. But if the 
researchers hadn’t left out controls used by everyone else for this type of empirical work, 
they would have gotten the opposite results from what they claimed.  Previous research 
has done just that.  And it has found that concealed handgun permits lead to fewer police 
deaths. The authors offered no explanation for the new study’s unorthodox approach.

(Continued on page 2)

UPCOMING EVENTS

 September 10, 6:00PM:  
PPFC board of Directors 
Meeting, VFW Post 4051

 September 10, 7:00PM:  
PPFC General 
Membership Meeting

 September 12-13:  
Prospector Sertoma Gun 
Show, Event Center at 
Rustic Hills, 3960 Palmer 
Park Ave (NE corner of 
Academy & Palmer 
Park)

PPFC Officers

President.............Paul Paradis

V President .......Scott Jackson

Secretary.......... Ellen Jackson 

Treasurer .........Bernie Herpin

Membership.......... Paul Nigro

Programs ........... Larry Liston

Legislative ...Michael Schlierf

Publicity ............Harry Dierks

Fund Raising ....Dick Gandolf

Chaplain ..............Rich Hilton

Sgt-at-Arms ........ Doug Davis

Gun Shows ..... Chuck Cullina

PPFC PAC.....Shannon Chase

A well regulated Militia being necessary to the security 
of a free State, the right of the people to keep and bear 
Arms shall not be infringed. --Amendment II, US 
Constitution 

The right of no person to keep and bear arms in 
defense of his home, person and property, or in aid 
of the civil power when thereto legally summoned, 
shall be called to question; . . . --Article II, § 13, 
Colorado Constitution 
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There is a big benefit to using so-called panel data, where you follow changes in crime rates across many different states over a 
number of years.  Doing that allows you to have many different experiments and makes it possible to more accurately explain for 
differences in crime rates across states or over time.   A couple of simple examples show why other studies on crime take into ac-
count these factors.

Take a common comparison of different countries. As many people point out, the UK has both a lower gun ownership rate and a 
lower homicide rate than the US does. Yet, it does not logically follow that reducing gun ownership leads to a reduction in crime. 
And, in fact, after the UK’s 1997 nationwide handgun ban, their homicide rate actually increased by 50 percent over the next eight 
years. The UK still had a lower homicide rate than the US, but this wasn’t because of the handgun ban.  Other factors must have 
played a role.  The ban itself raised their homicide rate.  A similar point applies over time. Suppose a state passes a gun control 
law at the same time that crime rates are falling nationally. It would be a mistake to attribute the overall drop in national crime 
rates to the law that got passed. To account for that concern, researchers normally see whether the drop in crime rate for the state 
that had the change is greater or less than the overall national change.

Looking at data by state over many years allows researchers to account for both of these potential biases, but the American Journal 
of Public Health study doesn’t account for this bias over time and the authors offer no explanation for this lapse.  If they had done 
what everyone else does, it would have reversed their results.  Instead of their claim of a one-percentage point increase in the per-
cent of suicides committed with guns increasing the total number of police killed by 3.5 percent, they would have found it reduc-
ing police killed by 3.6 percent.

Previous work has shown that letting law-abiding citizens carry guns reduces the rate that criminals carry guns, thus making it 
safer for both civilians and police alike.

But perhaps the craziest thing about this study is how it “measures” gun ownership.  While the media talks about gun ownership 
being related to police deaths, what they are actually measuring is the percentage of suicides committed with guns.  While this 
may have some relationship to gun ownership, this much more likely picks up whether the population is relatively more male, as 
men are more likely to use guns for suicide, as well as other demographic and geographical differences.  For example, even when 
women own guns, they are more likely than men to use other methods of committing suicide.

Despite all the extensive news coverage of the American Journal of Public Health study, there were no interviews with anyone 
who might have been critical of the controversial study.  In reality, criminals have ways of getting guns even when guns are 
banned.  For example, drug gangs will get their guns to protect their drugs just as easily as they get their drugs to sell.  Thus gun 
control primarily disarms the citizens who obey the laws.  There are lots of good law-abiding citizens who not only protect them-
selves and their fellow citizens, but even help protect the police.

John Lott is a leading expert on guns and op-eds on that issue are done in conjunction with the Crime Prevention Research Center. He is the author of eight books 
including “More Guns, Less Crime”.  Follow him on Twitter@johnrlottjr. 

Renew and Stay Involved
If the member expiration date above your address is not 12/31/2015 or later, your membership has expired.  We need YOUR membership to 
ensure that PPFC remains a powerful voice in protecting our rights.  PLEASE renew your membership now!  You can renew, at our meeting, on-
line on the PPFC website, or mail a check to PPFC at the above address.  Dues are only $20 for individual and $30 for family memberships.


